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ASHFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL,  KENT 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  year  1971 . 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1971. 

Population 

The  Registrar  General fs  estimate  of  the  mid-year  Home 
Population  was  35,680  a decrease  of  610  from  that  of  the 
previous  year* 

Live  Births  and  Rate 

The  number  of  live  births  was  710  (357  M.  353  F. ) which 
was  an  increase  of  52  from  that  of  the  previous  year.  The 
crude  birth-rate  was  accordingly  19.9  which  after  adjustment 
by  the  Registrar  General1 s Comparability  Factor  computed  from 
a population  standardised  for  age  and  sex  distribution, 
becomes  19.3  compared  with  that  of  16.0  for  England  and  Wales. 

Stillbirths  and  Rate 

The  number  of  stillbirths  was  6 (3  M.  3 F.)  and  the 
corresponding  rate  was  8.0  in  comparison  with  that  of  12.0  for 
England  and  Wales. 

Infant  Deaths  and  Mortality  Rate 

Nine  infant  deaths  were  registered  seven  of  which  were 
under  four  weeks  of  age,  and  the  corresponding  infantile 
mortality  rate  was  13*0  compared  with  that  of  18.0  for 
England  and  Wales . 

The  causes  of  death  were:- 

Acute  Heart  Failure  due  to  shock  due  to 
fall  sustained  when  bottom  of  cot 

tipped  up 9 months 

Broncho-pneumonia  ...  11  months 
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Prematurity,  Respiratory  Distress  Syndrone, 
Accidental  Haemorrhage  ...  . . . 

Prematurity  ...  ...  

Cerebral  Anoxia,  Placental  Insufficiency  ... 

Prematurity  

Prematurity  

Cardio-respiratory  failure,  Prematurity  ... 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum,  Prolapse  of  Cord, 
Prematurity  


29 

hrs. 

19 

hrs . 

3 

days 

2 

days 

12 

hrs . 

12 

hrs . 

20 

hrs. 

The  hard  core  of  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  (i.e. 
stillbirths  and  infant  deaths  under  one  week  of  age)  is 
prematurity,  asphyxia  and  atalectasis,  birth  injuries  and 
congenital  malformations,  and  the  chief  maternal  factor  is 
toxaemia  of  pregnancy. 


Maternal  Deaths  and  Mortality  Rate 

This  rate  was  nil,  as  there  were  no  deaths  from 
Pregnancy,  Childbirth  or  Abortion. 


Total  Deaths  and  Death  Rate 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  349 
(165  M.  184  F.)  and  the  corresponding  crude  death  rate  was 
9.8  which  after  adjustment  by  the  Registrar  General* s 
Comparability  Factor,  as  for  births,  becomes  10.5  compared 
with  that  of  11.6  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  chief  group  cause  of  deaths  was  Heart  and  Circula- 
tory Diseases  and  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System, 
which  are  natural  ultimate  causes  of  death  amongst  the 
aged  and  of  these  there  were  159. 

Disease  of  the  Coronary  Artery  of  the  Heart  was  the 
cause  of  86  (53  M.  33  F. ) in  the  following  age  groups:- 
1 between  25-34;  1 between  35-44;  8 between  45  - 54; 

10  between  55  - 64;  28  between  65  - 74  and  38  over  75 
years  of  age.  Sixty-six  of  those  deaths  were  over 
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65  years,  including  thirty-eight  over  75  years  and  it  would 
seem  that  a degenerative  process  is  one  of  the  causative 
factors,  although  the  cause  is  still  obscure  and  many  deaths 
occur  in  middle-age. 

Coronary  Atheroma  of  the  Heart  is  also  not  an  uncommon 
cause  of  death,  often  unsuspected  in  life,  as  revealed  by 
post-mortem  examinations. 

Cancer,  as  invariably  in  previous  years,  was  the 
second  highest  cause  of  deaths  of  which  there  were  forty- 
six  in  the  following  age  groups:-  1 between  15  - 24; 

I between  35-44;  3 between  45-54;  10  between  55  - 64; 

II  between  65  - 74  and  20  over  75  years.  The  majority  of 
the  deaths  were  over  65  years.  It  is  reasonable  to 
assume  that  many  patients  seek  medical  examination  too 
late  for  treatment  which  is  curative  in  most  cases  if  the 
disease  is  not  too  advanced. 

Cancer  of  the  Lung  Bronchus  caused  16  deaths 
(11  M.  5 F.)  in  the  following  age-groups:-  1 between 
45-54;  6 between  55-64;  5 between  65  - 74  and 

4 over  75  years.  Cancer  of  the  Lung/Bronchus  occurs  in 
earlier  age-groups  than  Cancer  of  other  sites  excluding 
Cancer  of  the  breast,  and  it  may  be  assumed  that  the 
inhalation  of  tobacco  smoke  is  a precipitating  factor  in 
those  who  are  predisposed  to  the  disease. 

Cancer  of  the  Breast  was  the  cause  of  9 deaths  in 
the  following  age-groups:-  1 between  35-44;  1 between 

45-54;  2 between  55-64;  1 between  65  - 74  and  4 over 
75  years.  It  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  medical  advice 
was  sought  too  late,  as  Cancer  in  this  site  is  compara- 
tively easy  to  diagnose. 

Cancer  of  the  stomach  caused  7 (3  M.  4 F. ) deaths  in 
the  following  age-groups:-  2 between  55-64;  2 between 

65  - 74  and  3 over  75  years. 
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Cancer  causes  a relentless  toll  of  human  lives  all  over 
the  world  and  is  invariably  the  second  highest  cause  of 
deaths  of  which  heart  and  arterial  diseases  are  the  chief 
cause;  the  majority  of  the  latter  are  due  to  old  age  and 
coronary  thrombosis.  However,  many  deaths  from  Cancer  occur 
in  younger  age-groups,  usually  over  the  age  of  40  years. 

The  majority  are  in  all  probability  due  to  delay  by  patients 
in  seeking  medical  advice,  having  regard  also  to  the  fact 
that  the  onset  of  the  disease  is  insidious  or  latent. 

It  is  an  old  adage  that  ’prevention  is  better  than 
cure’  and  there  is  sufficient  modern  knowledge  about  the 
causes  of  some  forms  of  Cancer  to  enable  their  prevention. 

Modern  surgery  and  X-rays  and  other  radiations  used, 
singly  or  in  combination,  have  transformed  the  treatment  of 
this  group  of  diseases. 

Almost  all  skin  Cancers  and  over  80%  of  Cancers  of 
the  Cervix  of  the  Uterus  can  be  cured  if  they  are  treated 
early.  There  was  one  death  from  Cancer  of  the  Uterus 
between  45  - 54  years  of  age.  (See  page  1*9  for  Clinic) 

The  other  causes  of  death  were  miscellaneous  and 
there  were  no  exceptional  mortality. 

The  Infectious  Diseases 
Measles 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-two  cases  of  this  disease 
were  notified  during  the  year.  This  infection  is  still 
endemic  and  prevalent  although  vaccination  is  an  inhibiting 
factor  in  the  prevention  of  larger  outbreaks;  the  serious 
complications  of  former  years  are  now  relatively  infrequent 
and  when  they  do  occur  are  usually  treated  successfully 
by  specific  anti-bioties e 

Whooping  Cough 

T\venty-f our  cases  were  notified  compared  with  none  in 
the  previous  year.  In  former  years  outbreaks  of  this 
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distressful  childrens  disease  were  common  and  there  was  a 
large  number  of  deaths  chiefly  due  to  Broncho-pneumonia 
amongst  infants. 

Scarlet  Fever 

TWo  cases  were  notified  compared  with  none  in  the 
previous  year.  This  illness  is  now  mild  and  its  formerly 
serious  complications  are  becoming  infrequent;  if  any 
do  occur,  treatment  by  a specific  anti-biotic  is  invariably 
successful. 

Food  Poisoning 

There  was  one  case  of  Food  Poisoning  notified  during 
the  year.  This  small  number  is  an  excellent  tribute  to 
the  invaluable  routine  prevention <work  in ufood  hygiene  cairiedc 
through  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate. 

Dysentery 

There  were  no  cases  notified  during  the  year. 

Infective  Jaundice 

One  case  was  notified  compared  with  none  during 
the  preceding  year. 

Tuberculosis 

Two  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
during  the  year  - 1(F)  aged  27  yrs;  1 (M)  aged  83  yrs. 

There  was  one  death  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
the  patient  was  male  and  68  years  of  age.  This  patient 
had  not  previously  been  notified  as  suffering  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

This  disease,  which  in  past  medical  history  has  been  a 
scourge  of  man  and  was  known  as  the  ‘White  Plague’,  is  in 
these  days  almost  completely  under  control,  by  prevention 
(including  the  elimination  of  housing  overcrowding  and  a 
higher  standard  of  living),  and  by  treatment.  Since  1950, 
the  number  of  cases  amongst  adolescents  amongst  whom  it 
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is  offered  to  those  aged  13  years  and  over,  „mB 

important  factor. 


*rev9r4  ^dlifioS 


Influenza  — 
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A new  era  in  the  history  of  the  prevalence  of 

Infectious  Diseases  has  been  reached,  in  prevention  and 


treatment.  For  example,  the  remarkable  advanqg.  ^GOq 

Century  of  medical  science,  with  emphasis  on  tfe'last  ~~ 
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typhoid  Fevers,  and  Food  Poisoning  etc. 
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fi  moilv/  iagnomB  slneoao CobB  lagnoms  bosbo  lo  ledrriun  erfi 


-6- 


In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  you  for  your  support  of  and  interest  in  the 
Department  and  also  the  Staff  for  their  very  efficient 
service. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Jo  MARSHALL,  M.B. , Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Central  Public  Health  Office, 
14,  Church  Road, 

Ashford, 

Kent. 

Tel.  No.  Ashford  24411 


-7- 


SECTION  A 


STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  O#  THE  DISTRICT  FOR  1971 

AREA . . . ..  aoo  . 5,719  acres 

REGISTRAR-GENERAL CS  ESTIMATE  OF 

The  Resident  Population  . . * . eo  36,680 

NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES  ACCORDING 
TO  THE  RATE  BOOKS 

NUMBER  OF  BUSINESS  PREMISES 

RATEABLE  VALUE  (1-4-72) 

SUM  REPRESENTED  BY  A (NEW)  PENNY 

RATE  (1-4-72)  . ..  ...  £16,400 


...  12,225 
...  1,011 
£1,639,785 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Ashford  is  both  an  agricultural  and  an  industrial  town 
and  a business  and  shopping’  centre  for  the  large  rural 
community  which  surrounds  it.  It  merits  importance  by 
containing  the  largest  agricultural  market  in  Kent  and  in 
having  a railway  junction  where  five  lines  converge, 
associated  with  which  is  a Carriage  and  Wagon  Works,  and 
Electrical  Carriage  Repair  and  Inspection  Shops.  There  is 
a constantly  increasing  number  of  Factories,  including 
Caravan  Works,  Iron  Foundry,  Printing  Works,  Agricultural 
and  Vehicle  Repair  Shops,  Flour  Mills,  Electronics,  Light 
Engineering  and  Electrical  Engineering,  Ordnance  Depot, 
Bread,  Cereal  Products  and  Jam  Factory,  Starch/Glucose 
conversion  factory,  a large  Food  Processing  and  Dried 
Foods  Factory,  a Cosmetic  Manufacturer,  a Perfumery, 

Glass  Scientific  Instrument  Firm,  Graphic  Art  Reproducer, 
Wood  Worker  and  Furniture  Makers,  Plastic  Manufacturer 
and  Recovery,  Plating  and  Rubber  Moulding  firms. 

Light  industry  (mainly  medium  and  small  firms)  is 
coming  to  the  district  in  co-ordination  with  the  absorption 
into  the  town  of  London  'overspill.1  Unemployment  in  the 
area  has  increased  but  remains  relatively  low. 
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EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL 

STATISTICS 

ASHFORD 

ENGLAND 

Total 

U.D. 

86  WALES 

1. 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

710 

357 

353 

Birth  Rate 

19.9 

16.0 

(a) 

Legitimate 

670 

342 

328 

per  1 f 000 
estimated 

(Adjusted 

Rate) 

(b) 

Illegitimate 

40 

15 

25 

resident 

population 

19.3 

2. 

STILLBIRTHS 

6 

3 

3 

Rate  per 

8.0 

12.0 

(a) 

Legitimate 

2 

3 

5 

1,000  total 
(live  8c 

(b) 

Illegitimate 

1 

- 

1 

still)  births 

3. 

TOTAL  LIVE  86 

716 

360 

356 

STILLBIRTHS 

4. 

DEATHS 

349 

165 

184 

Death  Rate 

9.8 

11,6 

per  1,000 

(Adjusted 

resident 

Rate) 

population 

10.5 

5. 

DEATHS  FROM 

Rate  per 

Nil 

Not 

PREGNANCY 

- 

- 

- 

1,000  (live 

Available 

CHILD  BIRTH 

86  still) 

ABORTION 

births 

6. 

DEATHS  OF 

Rate  per 

INFANTS  UNDER 

9 

4 

5 

1,000  live 

13.0 

18.0 

1 YEAR  OF  AGE 

births 

(a) 

Legitimate 

9 

4 

5 

Rate  per 
1,000  live 
births 
(legitimate) 

13.0 

17.0 

(b) 

Illegitimate 

Rate  per 
1,000  live 
births 

Nil 

24.0 

(illegitimate) 

7. 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY 

Rate  per 

(Stillbirths  & 

deaths 

1,000  total 

of  infants  under  7 

2 

5 

births 

18,0 

22.0 

1 week) 

8.  illegitimate  LIVE  BIRTHS  PER  CENT  OF  TOTAL  LIVE  BIRTHS  6% 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 
31  . 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ASHFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT  DURING  1971 


ALL  CAUSES 


Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc. 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm , Intestine 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 
Leukaemia 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 
Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 
Diabetes  Mellitus 
Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases 
Anaemias 

Multiple  Sclerosis 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

Hypertensive  Disease 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 
Asthma 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
Peptic  Ulcer 

Intestinal  Obstruction  & Hernia 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

Other  Dseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

Diseases  of  Skin,  Subcutaneous  Tissue 

Congenital  Anomalies 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

Symptoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  Other  Accidents 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

All  Other  External  Causes 


Males  Females 


165 


2 

3 

2 

11 


1 

1 

3 

1 

53 

3 

22 

4 
1 

16 

5 


1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 


3 

3 

2 


184 

4 
8 

5 
9 
1 

1 

7 

4 

1 

3 

4 

5 
33 
15 
33 

4 

t 

12 

3 

1 

2 


3 

3 

1 

1 

5 

2 

1 

9 

1 

2 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1971 


11 


ANALYSIS  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS 
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Infective  Jaundice 
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New  Cases  and  Mortality,  1971 
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Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations , 1924  and 
Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Section  172) 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  in  accordance  with  the  above  powers. 
There  was  one  death  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  of  a patient  who  had  not  been  noti- 
fied as  suffering  from  this  disease. 


IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 
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Smallpox  vaccinations  at  County  Clinics  were  discontinued  as  from  31-7-71 . 


MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVI CE 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  DISTRICT 

1 . Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is  directed  by  the 
Medical  Research  Council  for  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Social  Security  and  is  situated  in  Preston  Hall  British 
Legion  Village,  Maidstone,  and  provides  valuable  services  on 
behalf  of  the  Public  Health  Departments  of  District  Councils. 
For  example,  samples  of  water,  milk,  ice  cream  and  other 
food-stuff s are  regularly  examined,  and  in  relation  to 
Infectious  Diseases  their  bacteriological  and  virological 
reports  are  of  great  value. 

Local  General  Hospitals  also  have  their  own  Laboratories, 
which  provide  valuable  services  to  the  Consultants  and  to 
the  Practitioners. 

2 . Ambulance  and  Hospital  Car  Service 

The  County  Council  administers  this  service  throughout 
Kent.  The  Ambulance  Station  is  situated  at  Silverhill  Road, 
Willesborough,  where  seven  ambulances  and  three  sitting-case 
cars  are  garaged.  The  ambulance  personnel  numbers  one 
Station  Officer  and  one  Assistant  Station  Officer. 

The  twenty-eight  Driver/Attendants  are  supplemented  by  twenty 
Hospital  Car  Driver  volunteers,  whose  devotion  to  duty  merits 
appreciation. 

3 . Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 

All  maternity  and  Child  Health,  School  and  Dental  Clinics 
are  administered  by  the  County  Council. 

The  following  Clinics  are  held  in  Ashford: - 

(i)  Vicarage  Lane 

This  is  the  central  and  chief  clinic  and  is  contained  in 
an  *ad  hoc'  building.  The  outlying  clinics  are  complementary. 
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Sessions  are  held  on  Tuesday  and  Thursday  of  each  week  from 
2.00  p.m.  The  Doctor  attends  once  weekly  on  Tuesdays. 

(ii)  Womens  Institute  Hall,  Church  Rd.,  North  Willesborough 
Sessions  are  held  at  2.00  p.m.  on  alternate  Fridays. 

(iii)  Womens  Institute  Hall,  Faversham  Rd. , Kennington 

Sessions  are  held  at  2.00  p.m.  on  the  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesdays  of  each  month. 

(iv)  Brookfield  Hall,  South  Ashford 

Sessions  are  held  at  2.00  p.m.  on  the  1st,  3rd  and  5th 
Wednesday  of  each  month. 

School  Medical  Service  Clinics 

The  following*  clinics  of  the  School  Medical  Service  are 
held  at  the  main  Vicarage  Lane  Clinic. 

(a)  School  Clinic. 

(b)  Dental  Clinic. 

(c)  Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

(d)  Speech  Therapy  Clinic. 

(e)  Orthopaedic  Clinic  - this  clinic  is  held  at  Ashford 
Hospital,  is  administered  by  the  Regional  Hospitals  Board  and 
is  held  on  the  1st  Thursday  of  each  month  at  2.00  p.m. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic 

This  clinic  is  held  at  Ashford  Hospital  at  the  following 
times : - 


Males 

- Wednesdays 
Fridays 

11.0 

3.0 

a.m.  - 12.0 
p.m.  - 4.0 

noon. 

p.m. 

Females 

- Wednesdays 
Fridays 

10.0 

2.0 

a.m.  - 11.0 
a.m,  - 3.0 

a.m, 

p.m. 

-18- 


Chiropody  Service,  Chiropody  Clinic,  Vicarage  Lane,  Ashford 

This  service  is  provided  for  men  over  65  years  and  women 
over  60  years  and  for  physically  handicapped  persons  and  for 
expectant  mothers.  Appointments  are  made  through  the 
Principal  Welfare  Officer,  K.C.C.  Health  Dept.,  'Compton  House', 
Elwick  Rd. , Ashford.  (Tel.  No.  Ashford  22t&l  ) . 

Cytology  Clinic  (Cervical  Smear  Clinic) 

This  is  held  at  the  Vicarage  Lane  Clinic  (Mondays  but 
by  appointment  only).  (Tel.  No.  Ashford  24915). 

Chest  Clinic 

This  clinic  is  held  at  Ashford  Hospital  on  every  3rd 
Monday  from  2.0  p.m.  and  every  Tuesday  from  9.0  a.m.  to 
12.0  noon  and  Friday  from  9.0  a.m.  Appointments  must  be  made 
through  the  Lenham  Chest  Hospital.  (Tel.  Lenham  314). 

Family  Planning  Clinic 

This  is  held  at  the  Vicarage  Lane  Clinic  on  Wednesdays 
and  Thursdays  from  6o30  - 8.30  p.m. 

Geriatric  Clinic  - Ashford  Hospital 

Dr.  Stevens  hold  the  above  clinic  for  out-patients  on 
the  2nd  and  4th  Mondays  of  each  month  at  1.30  p.m. 

Hospitals 

(a)  Ashford  General  - Accommodation  115  beds. 

(b)  Willesborough  General  - Accommodation  109  beds. 

(c)  Warren  Hospital  - Accommodation  14  beds. 

4.  Private  Nursing  Homes 

There  is  one  registered  Nursing  Home  in  the  area 
accommodating  eight  patients. 

5 . Home  Nursing  and  Midwifery  Service 

The  County  Council  administers  these  services. 

The  standard  of  service  given  by  the  Nurses  is  excellent 
and  there  is  complete  co-operation  between  them  and  the 
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Practitioners.  The  majority  of  patients  nursed  in  their  homes 
are  elderly  and  chronic  sick,  many  of  whom  are  awaiting  beds  in 
Chronic  Sick  Hospitals  which  are  still  inadequate  to  cope  with 
the  waiting  list. 

6.  The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service 

This  service  is  also  administered  by  the  County  Council. 
There  are  four  Child  Welfare  Centre  within  the  District, 
which  are  conveniently  situated  for  mothers,  and  the 
attendances  are  well  maintained. 

7.  The  Domestic  Help  Service,  the  Family  Care  Service. 

Evening  and  Night  Attendant  Service  and  the  Family 
Welfare  Service 

These  services  are  administered  by  the  County  Council 
and  have  become  a very  important  health  service  in  the  home# 
Applications  for  assistance  should  be  made  to  the  local 
Domestic  Help  Organiser  at  'Compton  House1,  Elwick  Rd. , 

Ashford.  Tel.  No.  Ashford  22121. 

Home  Helps  are  paid  at  the  rate  of  £0.3929  per  hour 
and  there  is  a sliding  scale  of  charges  based  on  the 
family  income  of  the  applicants  - the  maximum  charge 
being  £0.49  per  hour. 

8.  Citizens'  Advice  Bureau 
14,  Church  Rd, , Ashford 

Hours:-  Mondays  & Tuesdays 

Wednesdays 
Thursdays  &,  Fridays 

9 . Mass  Radiography  Service 

The  above  mobile  unit  visits  regularly  at  the 
Vicarage  Lane  Car  Park,  Ashford,  on  the  first  and  third 
Thursday  of  every  month  from  10.0  a.m.  - 11.0  a.m. 


10.0  a.m. 
2.0  p.m. 

10.0  a.m. 

2.0  p.m. 


- 12.0  noon 

- 4.0  p.m. 

- 12,0  noon. 

- 4.0  p.m. 
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HOUSING 


The  number  of  dwellings  completed  during  the  year  1971/72 
was  as  follows 

Completed  Previous 

1971/72  Years 

A.  Pre-war  Schemes 


Beaver  Lane,  Kingsnorth  Rd„  & 
Hampden  Rd0 


(a)  2 bedroom  type 

- 

10 

(b)  3 " " 

- 

406 

(c)  4 " " 

- 

20 

Norwood  Gardens 

(a)  2 bedroom  type 

«= 

10 

(b)  3 " " 

- 

40 

(c)  4 " " 

- 

6 

Willesborough 

(a)  3 bedroom  type 

- 

200 

Kennington 

(a)  3 bedroom  type 
B.  Post  War  Schemes 

42 

Woolreeds  and  Musgrove 

(a)  2 bedroom  type 

— 

49 

(b)  3 " " 

- 

458 

(c)  4 " " 

- 

26 

(d)  Bed/Sitter  Flats 

- 

22 

(e)  2 Bedroom  Flats 

- 

58 

Court  Wurtin 

(a)  2 bedroom  type 

— 

2 

(b)  Bed/Sitter  Flats 

- 

4 

(c)  1 bedroom  flats 

- 

6 

(d)  2 bedroom  flats 

- 

10 

(e)  2 bedroom  (O.P.D.s.) 

- 

5 
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Completed  Previous 

1971/72  Years 


Beaver  Court  0.AoP.  Hostel 

(a)  1 bedroom  (O.P.D.s.)  - 12 

(b)  Bed/sitter  flats  - 20 

(c)  2 bedroom  house  - 1 

Beaver  Green 

(Including  Beaver  Farm  & Elm  Place) 

(a)  2 bedroom  houses  - 70 

(b)  3 bedroom  houses  - 486 

(c)  4 bedroom  houses  - 13 

(d)  Bed/sitter  flats  - 4 

(e)  1 bedroom  flats  - 1 

(f)  2 bedroom  flats  - 91 

(g)  1 bedroom  (O.P.D.s.)  - 16 

Brookfield  South 

(a)  2 bedroom  flats  - 71 

(b)  3 bedroom  houses  - 205 

(c)  4 bedroom  houses  - 11 

(d)  3 bedroom  3 storey  - 105 

Repton 

(a)  2 bedroom  houses  - 30 

(b)  3 bedroom  houses  - 64 

(c)  2 bedroom  flats  - 48 

Godfrey  Walk 

(a)  Bed/sitter  flats  - 13 

(b)  1 bedroom  flats  - 27 

(c)  2 bedroom  flats  - 28 

Croft  Road 

(a)  Bed/sitter  flats  _ 2 

(b)  1 bedroom  flats  - 3 

(c)  2 bedroom  flats  - 1 
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Completed 

1971/72 


Previous 

Years 


Willesborough  (including  Osborpe  Rd.  t 
Bentley  Rd» , Aylesford  Plaeeg  Mead, 

Gladstone 9 Milne  Roads  & Waterside) 

(a)  2 bedroom  houses  - 34 

(b)  3 bedroom  houses  15  236 

(c)  4 bedroom  houses  3 9 

(d)  1 bedroom  flats  - w12 

(e)  2 bedroom  flats  - 20 

(f)  3 bedroom  flats  - 1 

(g)  1 bedroom  (0.PoD„s„)  7 27 

Kennington  (Burton) 

(a)  2 bedroom  houses  - 58 

(b)  3 bedroom  houses  - 98 

(c)  2 bedroom  flats  - 8 

(d)  1 bedroom  (O.P0D0s.)  - 12 

Kennington  (Bockhanger) 

(a)  3 bedroom  houses  = 158 

(b)  4 bedroom  houses  - 34 

(c)  1 bedroom  flats  - 34 

(d)  2 bedroom  maisonetts  - 70 

(e)  3 bedroom  maisonettes  - 66 

Kennington  (Grosvenor) 

(a)  2 bedroom  flats  - 19 

(b)  3 bedroom  houses  - 82 

(c)  4 bedroom  houses  - 5 

(e)  1 bedroom  (O.P.D.s.)  - 14 

Stanhope 

(a)  1 bedroom  flats  - 132 

(b)  2 bedroom  maisonettes  - 264 

(c)  3 bedroom  houses  - 685 

(d)  4 bedroom  houses  - 236 


Analysis  of  Applications  for  Council  Houses 
Living  in  Ashford  - Adequately  housed 


Retired  persons  . . . 

Single  persons  ...  , . . . , 

Childless  couples  

One  child  f ami lies  . o . ...  . . • . . . . . . • . . • 

Two/three  child  families  

Four  or  more  child  families  

Registered  less  than  six  months  ... 

Living  in  Ashford  - Inadequately  housed 

Retired  persons  ...  , , # . , 

Single  persons  ...  ...  ... 

Childless  couples  . . . 

One  child  families  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Two/three  child  families  ...  ...  . . , 

Four  or  more  child  families  ...  . . . ... 

Registered  less  than  six  months  

Living  elsewhere,  working  in  Ashford  - Adequately  housed 

Retired  persons  ... 

Single  persons  ...  ...  ...  <> . . . . • •••  ••• 

Childless  couples  . . . ...  ...  . . . ...  ... 

One  child  families  

Two/three  child  families  

Four  or  more  families  ... 

Registered  less  than  six  months  ...  ... 

Living  elsewhere 2 working  in  Ashford  - Inadequately  housed 

Retired  persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Single  persons  

Childless  couples  ... 

One  child  families  

Two/three  child  families  ... 

Four  or  more  child  families  ... 

Registered  less  than  six  months  ...  

Total  applicants  = 772 


85 

13 

65 

65 

67 

4 

27 

30 

31 

38 

66 

31 

6 

49 

2 

25 

25 

45 

11 

11 

2 

4 

16 

16 

15 

2 

21 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORATE 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1971 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I am  pleased  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  various 
local  environmental  aspects  of  the  Health  Inspection  service 
in  1971. 


For  most  of  the  year  we  were  one  Inspector  short  and  this 
combined  with  increased  demands  upon  our  time  for  meat  inspection 
and  for  house  improvement  ( grant ) work  meant  that  some  other 
aspects  of  environmental  health  work  received  rather  less 
attention. 


My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  to  all  my  colleague* 
for  their  co-operation  and  teamwork. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  F.  HAMMOND 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


-25- 


GENERAL  STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  OF  VISITS 


1 . Housing  Visits 


Dwellings  re,  repairs . 400 

No,  of  dwellings  made  fit...., 911 

Dwellings  re.  Demolition,  Closure  etc 28 

Clearance  Areas  12 

General  Survey  & Assessment.. 16 

Improvements  (a)  On  tenant* s request  (Sec. 19)..,  15 

(b)  Area  inspections 48 

(c)  Routine  (voluntary)  grants.....  462 

Multi-let  accommodation..... 32 

Overcrowding,  survey......... 12 

Adequacy  of  accommodation  (for  rehousing 

_ following  application)  168 

Qualification  Certificates  (rent  control) 47 

Rent  Act  (a)  Certificates  of  Disrepair 4^* 

(b)  Remedying  of  Defects 1 

(c)  Miscellaneous 16 

2 . Food 

Abattoir  424 

Bakehouses  and  Depots ........ 26 

Butchers 75 

Catering  Establishments  & Clubs 72 

Dairies  6 

Fish  (incl.  fried) 18 

General  Shops  80 

Self  Service  and  Super  Markets 14 

Licensed  Premises  24 

Market  Food  Stalls  & Auctions 116 

Mobile  Stalls  & Delivery  Vans. 58 

Other  Food  Trades 79 

Vending  Machines • • • 4 

Registered  Premises  (Sec. 16)  incl.  above........  56 

Food  (fitness)  Inspections 226 

3 . General  Public  Health  Matters 

Rat  & Mice  destruction  (Visits  by  P.H.I.s.) 72 

Other  vermin  (Visits  by  P.H.I.s.) 37 

Dirty  houses 7 
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Visits 


Offensive  (a)  Accumulations . . . . . . . 15 

(b)  Odours  . .... . . 60 

Nuisance  from  (a)  Keeping*  of  animals, . ..  23 

(b ) Dust  . 

Control  of  tents,  vans  and  sheds,,..,,...., 

Caravans . o 10 

Aged  and  infirm  persons, . 10 

Infectious  diseases.......... . ...  35 

Food  Poisoning, . . . . • . . . . 12 

Drains  and  sewers  (including  cesspools  & 

septic  tanks 466 

Swimming  Baths 6 

Water  Supplies «oooooooo0eoeooooo..o«o.oo.  .000.  ......  5 7 

Agriculture,  safety  86  welfare. - 

Clean  Air  (a)  Observations  (trade) 43 

(b)  Contravention  (chimneys)  12 

(c)  Contravention  (trade)  bonfires 23 

(d)  Nuisance  from  (domestic)  bonfires 18 

(e)  Atmospheric  Pollution  Station.........  294 

(f)  Miscellaneous...... 20 

Noise  (i)  Sources  of  Complaint 10 

(ii)  Number  of  Visits 99 

4.  Places  of  Work 

Factories  with  power 27 

Factories  non  power  2 

Building  86  Engineering  Works. .......................  6 

Outworkers 6 

Workplaces 5 

Offices 13 

Shops  43 

Warehouses  8 

Catering  Establishments  14 

5.  Miscellaneous 

Shops  Act  (hours  etc .)  8 

Fireguard  (Heating  Appliances) 

Miscellaneous 491 
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HOUSING 


Repairs  or  Clearance  of  Unfit  Houses 

The  limited  current  ’slum  clearance®  programme  is  now 
nearing  completion  but,  especially  in  view  of  other  rehous- 
ing needs  and  the  dearth  of  new  accommodation,  action  was 
purposefully  restricted  during  the  year.  The  steep  rise  seen 
in  the  prices  obtained  for  dwelling  houses  has  resulted  in  the 
rehabilitation  of  many  poor  grade  ones  by  owner-occupiers  and 
speculators.  The  availability  of  several  alternative  methods 
of  inserting  horizontal  damp-proof  courses  has  made  a 
helpful  contribution  in  renovation  work  of  houses  constructed 
sixty  or  more  years  ago. 

On  the  other  hand  ’Controlled*  rents  have  become  totally 
unrealistic  in  relation  to  the  costs  of  maintenance  and  some 
reform  is  overdue.  At  first  sight  it  is  a little  surprising 
that  landlords  have  been  slow  to  take  advantage  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  1969  which  enable  them  to  change 
the  ’controlled’  tenancy  of  a house  (with  modern  amenities) 
to  a ’regulated’  one.  This  is  thought  to  be  attributable, 
however,  to  relatively  few  controlled  houses  being  already 
provided  with  the  ’basic’  amenities.  Only  twelve  applica- 
tions were  received  during  the  year  for  qualification 
certificates.  Where  a house  lacked  the  necessary  bath,  hot 
water,  inside  toilet  etc.  an  owner  is  able  to  apply  for  a 
grant  and  follow  a complicated  process  which  includes  (in 
addition  to  improvement  procedure)  procuring  a provisional 
qualification  certificate  and  finally  a qualification 
certificate  from  the  Local  Authority  and  negotiating  with  the 
Rent  Officer  in  fixing  a ’fair  rent  * , 

Uncertainties  as  to  the  future  of  areas  of  houses  has 
had  an  adverse  effect  on  their  standard  of  maintenance  over 
a period.  In  some  cases  road  works  have  now  been  put  in  hand 
removing  essentially  good  and  poor  properties  alike  and  the 
redevelopment  in  the  Hempsted  Street  area  at  last  looks  like 
coming  to  fruitition.  The  end  of  the  year  arrived  with  no 
final  arrangements  for  the  improvement  and  redevelopment  of 
Newtown  in  sight.  Only  eighteen  of  the  old  houses  facing 
the  green  are  still  occupied  and  the  remaining  (two  thirds 
the  total  number)  are  empty  and  mostly  boarded  up  - a 
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depressing  sight.  Meanwhile  minimal  maintenance  work  only 
has  been  carried  out  to  the  Estate  as  a whole,  whilst 
endeavours  are  made  to  sell  it.  As  a result,  a succession 
of  enquiries  are  received  from  possible  purchasers  and  much 
time  of  officers  is  taken  up  with  going  through  details  of 
redevelopment,  improvement  and  revitalization  of  the  area 
with  no  tangible  end-result  yet  in  sight. 

Multi-let  Accommodation 

No  further  direction*  notices  (to  limit  the  number 
of  households  or  persons)  were  imposed  during  the  year. 

A total  of  eleven  such  orders  have  been  applied. 

In  connection  with  the  control  of  multi-let  accommodation, 
it  is  helpful  to  have  the  co-operation  of  the  Housing 
Manager  in  notifying  details  of  applications  received 
for  rehousing  as  these  include  the  most  unsatisfactory 
accommodation  often  originating  from  lettings  started 
without  the  knowledge  (and  approval)  of  the  Council  and 
otherwise  not  easily  identified. 

No  scheme  operates  in  the  Urban  District  for 
compulsory  registration  of  the  multi-let  house. 
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HOUSES  confirmed  orders  or  compulsory  Number  of  occupants  Nil 


Improvements 


e 

e 


There  has  been  considerable  public  interest  aroused  in  the 
various  grants  available  under  the  Housing  Act,  1969.  The  numbei 
of  repairs  and  improvement  schedules  prepared  by  the  Inspectors  c 
for  the  guidance  of  the  public  rose  substantially  - doubling  * 
from  92  in  1969  to  181  in  1971  (147  in  1970).  e 

This  is  time-consuming  work  but  the  improvement  and 
conversion  of  our  stock  of  existing  houses  is  very  worthwhile. 
Counter  cards  were  left  for  display  at  all  Building  Society 
and  Estate  Agents  offices  giving  directions  as  to  the  grant 
available,  and  stocks  of  pamphlets  on  grants  have  been 
maintained  for  distribution  to  the  public.  To  the  average  1 

member  of  the  public  the  grants  available  are  complicated  f 

and  the  need  to  give  advice  tailored  to  the  needs  of  hie  own  b 

(or  prospective)  home  is  essential.  The  Council  took  steps  t 

to  simplify  and  streamline  the  grant  application  procedure 
and  also  appointed  one  of  the  Inspectors  to  be  the  I 

’ Improvements  Officer ' . 

Prompted  by  the  Kent  County  Council,  consideration  was 
given  to  the  promotion  of  ’General  Improvement  Areas'  (1969 
Act).  In  the  light  especially  of  the  impact  of  new  roads 
and  redevelopment  on  the  areas  affected  no  immediate 
conclusion  was  reached  but  thought  is  being  given  to  this 
idea  of  improving  the  environment,  as  well  as  the 
individual  house.  It  remains  my  opinion  however,  that 
unless  special  incentives  are  given  to  owners  of  houses 
in  Grant  Improvement  Areas  to  modernize  their  houses  (more 
than  they  would  receive  ordinarily)  the  time  taken  to 
prepare  and  organize  Grant  Improvement  Areas  does  not 
produce  a fair  return  by  way  of  the  number  of  houses 
modernized.  The  Council  has  set  a good  example  in  its  i 

steady  programme  of  improving  to  modern  standards  its 
older  stock  of  houses. 

Apart  from  two  houses  (in  course  of  modernization)  all  a 

houses  which  can  be  improved  in  the  Christchurch  Road  and 
Linden  Road  (environs)  Improvement  Areas  (declared  under 

the  Act  of  1964  have  been  improved  a 

C 

The  Council  decided  to  offer  the  opportunity  for  0 

houses  to  be  improved  to  their  reduced  standard  (inside  k 

toilet  and  hot  water  supply  to  sink)  in  the  case  of 
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elderly  persons  living*  in  unimproved  dwelling's , at  the 
expiration  of  the  five-year  period  from  the  time  of  declaring 
an  area  an  improvement  area. 

In  view  of  the  impression  gained  of  an  official 
continuous  process  of  liberalizing  grants  for  improvement 
works,  the  whole  question  of  improvement  grant  standards  was 
explored.  As  a result  the  Council  decided  in  future  to 
consider  on  merit  any  request  for  grant  aid  towards 
achieving  the  full  potential  of  a house,  even  where  the 
works  did  not  form  part  of  a comprehensive  scheme  for 
improving  an  otherwise  substandard  house. 

Lists  of  enquirers  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  on  the  subject  of  grants  are  received 
from  time  to  time.  These  are  individually  followed  up 
by  offering  the  services  of  the  Improvement  Officers 
to  discuss  improvements  on  site. 


Improvement  Grant  Summary 


Type  of  Grant 

Houses 
Improved 
&,  Grants 
Paid 

Appli 

Owner/ 

cations  Approved 
Tenanted  | Totals 

Occupied 

— -p - - 

! 

1 . Conversion 

2 (-) 

- (-) 

2 (2) 

2 (2) 

2.  Discretionary 

19  (9) 

28  (8) 

5 (5) 

33(13) 

3 . Standard 

44(39) 

35(28) 

22(15) 

57(43) 

4.  Standard  with 
plusages 

29(30) 

21(27) 

8(16) 

29(43) 

94(78) 

84(63) 

37(38) 

121(101) 

(Figures  in  brackets  indicate  1970  figures) 


Applications  for  Rehousing 

The  practice  has  been  continued  of  the  Inspectors  inspecting 
and  reporting  upon  the  home  conditions  of  applicants  for 
Council  houses.  As  these  applications  come  from  that  section 
of  the  community  most  likely  to  be  living  in  unsatisfactory 
housing  this  is  of  help  in  identifying  it  and  enabling  action 
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to  be  taken  to  remedy  short -comings . On  occasions  it  is 

advisable  to  delay  statutory  action  until  tenants  are 
re-accommodated.  Some  101  reports  on  applications 
were  made  (161  in  1970). 

Rent  Acts 

No  application  for  certificates  under  the  1957  Act  was 
received  but  a total  of  twenty  applications  for  qualification 
certificates  were  received  in  accordance  with  the  procedures 
under  the  Housing  Act  of  1969  in  respect  of  houses  in  good 
repair  and  provided  with  basic  amenities.  These  were  able 
to  be  dealt  with  promptly  under  delegated  powers  and  in 
no  instance  has  any  difficulty  arisen.  In  addition,  some 
eighteen  1 combined*  applications  for  improvement  grants 
and  qualification  certificates  were  received,  but  although 
provisional  qualification  certificates  were  able  to  be 
issued,  by  the  end  of  the  year  a total  of  eighteen 
applications  were  awaiting  completion  of  procedures  and 
works  of  improvement. 

Overcrowding 

No  instances  of  statutory  overcrowding  were  reported 
during  the  year. 
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FOOD 


The  Abattoir 


The  Health  Inspectors  are  responsible  for  the  inspection 
of  all  meat  processed  in  the  Abattoir. 


In  Ashford,  since  the  War,  this  inspection  has  always  been 
one  hundred  percent.  There  was  a substantial  increase  in  the  use 
of  the  Abattoir  especially  in  the  throughput  of  pigs  which  is  now 
over  36%  up  on  the  figure  for  two  years  ago.  This  coincides  with 
the  activities  of  two  private  wholesalers  one  of  whom  has  built 
a small  cutting  room  and  meat  store  on  a part  of  the  Abattoir 
site  leased  to  him  from  the  Council. 


No  pathological  condition  of  special  interest  was  encountered 
Dut  the  services  of  the  Veterinary  Investigation  Centre  at  Wye 
confirmed  by  histological  examination  the  presence  of  tumours  in 
the  livers  of  two  sows  and  one  case  of  lymphosarcoma  occuring  in 
a pi g. 


No  animals  were  received  at  the  slaughterhouse  from  known 
(salmonella)  infected  farms  and  no  known  cases  of  food  poisoning 
contracted  from  meats  processed  at  the  Abattoir  occurred. 

Nhen  compared  with  the  rejection  rate  of  meat  of  a few  years  ago 
ithe  present-day  record  is  very  good  but  loss  of  organs  caused 
oy  parasitic  infestations  remains  obstinately  high. 


See  next  page  for  table  showing  cattle  inspected  and 
condemned. 
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Cattle  Inspected  and  Condemned 


' 

Cattle 

Exclud- 

ing 

Cows 

Bulls 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

1 Pig’s 

Number  killed 

912 

_ 

175 

27 

980 

10948 

(843) 

(1) 

(309) 

(142) 

(1024) 

(8330) 

Number  not 

j 

inspected 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  & 

Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 

- 

- 

4* 

- 

4 

17 

condemned 

(2) 

(-) 

(-) 

(1) 

(5) 

(10) 

Carcases  of  which 

74 

- j 

42 

1 

54 

910 

some  part  or  organ 

(171) 

(-) 

; (109) 

(-) 

(65) 

(956) 

was  condemned 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

condemned 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Carcases  of  which 

31 

some  part  or 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

kJ  X 

(34) 

organ  was  condemned 

Cysticerci 

Carcases  of  which 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

some  part  or  organ 

(5) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

to  refrigeration 

(3) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Generalised  and 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

totally  condemned 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(Figures  for  the  year  1970  are  shown  in  brackets) 
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Poultry 


There  are  no  poultry  slaughtering-  and  packing-  stations  in 
the  Urban  Area.  The  largest  sing-le  outlet  for  poultry,  g-ame 
and  rabbits  are  the  weekly  auction  sales  at  Ashford  (dead 
stock)  Market.  The  incidence  of  fowl  pest  in  Kent  depressed 
the  number  of  birds  presented  for  auction  to  5,070  (7,003  in 
1970)  of  which  only  ten  were  rejected  and  surrendered 
voluntarily  at  the  reg-ular  inspections  at  which  excellent 
co-operation  is  received  from  the  Auctioneers.  The  number 
of  rabbits  on  the  other  hand  has  increased  to  2,719  (2,124 
last  year)  of  which  only  two  had  to  be  rejected. 

This  low  level  of  rejections  generally  reflects  the  greatly 
improved  standards  of  selection  and  care  which  have  evolved. 
Rough  plucked  poultry  in  butchers  shops  generally  are  only 
much  in  evidence  in  the  weeks  before  Christmas.  This  year, 
exceptionally  no  birds  called  for  rejection  although  some 
had  to  be  withdrawn  for  trimming.  A high  proportion  of 
poultry  is  now  sold  *oven-ready'  and  when  sold  frozen 
usually  bears  directions  on  the  wrapper  as  to  thawing. 

It  is  most  important  that  all  film  wraps  should  carry 
appropriate  directions  and  that  they  be  followed. 

Outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  from  inadequately  thawed  birds 
do  occur  and  can  be  avoided.  The  one  complaint  received 
of  a Christmas  turkey  related  to  a perfectly  sound,  fresh 
bird,  eviscerated  immediately  before  cooking  but  bought  by 
a family  used  only  to  buying  'oven-ready'  poultry  - with 
much  milder  flavour. 

Milk  Supplies 

There  are  sixty  registered  distributors  of  milk, 
mostly  from  shop  premises,  but  after  November  only  three 
dairies.  Routine  sampling  of  milk  in  course  of  delivery 
is  carried  out  throughout  the  year.  The  reduced  number 
of  sources  of  milk  supplies  has  minimised  the  number  of 
samples  necessary  to  affect  representative  coverage. 

The  results  are  given  in  the  following  table 
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Description* 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Untreated 

1 

- 

Pasteurised 

24 

1 

U.H.T. 

3 

- 

Sterilised 

- 

- 

There  is  virtually  no  control  on  the  production 
bottling  and  sale  of  goats  milk.  There  is  one  such  producer 
in  the  area  and  samples  of  the  (raw)  milk  are  to  be  taken 
at  intervals  and  so  far  have  proved  to  satisfy  the  methylene 
blue  test  and  also  to  be  free  from  brucelosis.  It  is 
understood  this  condition  is  most  rare  in  goats  in  this 
country . 

Liaison  is  maintained  with  the  County  Council  (who  are 
kept  informed  of  changes  in  registration  (or  new  ones))  and 
applications  for  licences  to  deal  in  specially  designated 
milks  are  handed  in  to  them  at  the  same  time  as  a 
registration  is  made  of  a new  milk  distributor. 

Cream 

Only  two  samples  of  cream  were  taken  for  biochemical 
examination.  These  were  raw  (unheated)  creams  taken  from 
the  Market  Auctions,  decolourised  in  more  than  three  but  less 
than  four  hours  - a quite  satisfactory  result. 

Ice  Cream 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice 
cream  is  83  and  it  is  also  sold  in  clubs,  schools  and 
catering  establishments.  Sampling  of  ice  cream  was 
concentrated  largely  on  soft  and  ’loose*  ice  cream. 

The  results  obtained,  given  in  the  table  overpage  are  satis- 
factory . 
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Mobiles 

Premises 

Grade 

I II'  III  IV 

I IT  III  IV 

Soft  Ice 
Cream 

Other  loose 
Wrapped 

1 1 

6 1- 

1 - - 

16  4 1 

5 1 - - 

Instances  were  found  of  lack  of  knowledge  of  and  training 
in  the  correct  routines  to  be  followed  in  the  operation  of 
soft  ice  cream  manufacture.  This,  due  to  the  relatively 

high  rate  of  change  of  personnel,  leaves  no  room  for 
complacency  and  calls  for  constant  surveillance  and  checking. 

Food  & Drugs  Act 

There  are  thirty-five  premises  registered  for  the 
preparation  and  manufacture  of  sausages  and  preserved  foods. 
These  include  food  factories,  butchers,  fried  fish  shops, 
pie  manufacturers  shops  and  licensed  premises  with  rotiseries 
and  ‘take-away*  food  premises.  Snacks  for  consumption-of f- 
the-premises  are  in  increasing  demand  as  catering  costs  rise. 
In  contrast  catering  establishments  do  not  require  to  be 
registered  although  their  strict  conduct  is  especially 
important  for  the  protection  of  the  public  health. 

Shortage  of  staff  did  not  allow  for  progress  in  the 
regular  checking  of  holding  temperatures  of  heated  and  re- 
heated meat  products,  but  I remain  of  opinion  that 
indicating  thermometers  should  be  fitted  where  meat  foods 
are  warmed  or  kept  warm  (sometimes  for  extended  periods). 

Types  of  Food  Premises 

Tabulated  below  are  the  number  of  food  premises 
grouped  in  catergories  of  trade  carried  on  in  them;- 


Bakehouses  or  Bakery  Depots 4 

Butchers 16 

Catering  Establishments  and  Clubs 18 
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Factory  and  Office  Canteens 18 

Fish  (incl.  fried)  8 

General  Shops . . . 40 

Greengrocer/Fruiters , 19 

Licensed  premises  incl.  hotels  & guest  houses  42 

School  Canteens . 16 

Sweet  Confectioners  * 21 

Take-away  foods . 3 

Wholesaler  (provision) 4 

Nursery,  Nursing  and  Old  People’s  Homes..... 7 

Bakery  & confectionery  shops 9 

Grocery  and  provisioners 11 

Off  Licence  6 

Supermarket  . . . . 8 

Other  food  premises  9 

Food  Hygiene 

With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  1970,  local  food  traders  were  circularised  with 
information  as  to  the  contents  and  application  in  practice 
and  no  problems  of  enforcement  have  arisen  except  in  regard 
to  outside  displays  of  fruit. 

Regular  inspection  is  made  of  the  various  food  stalls 
in  the  Ashford  Market  held  on  Saturdays.  The  Market 
Company  have  provided  certain  facilities  required  to  comply 
with  the  Regulations  and  it  has  been  possible  to  issue 
exemption  certificates  with  respect  to  these  matters 
currently  to  eight  traders.  Generally  reasonable  co- 
operation is  received  from  the  Market  traders  as  from 
other  food  traders  in  the  town,  and  although  lapses  do  occur  it 
was  not  found  necessary  to  prosecute  in  any  instance. 

The  opportunity  is  afforded  (and  taken)  of  incorporat- 
ing features  to  comply  with  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  when 
plans  of  new  development  or  extensions  are  deposited  for 
approval  under  Building  Regulations. 

Vehicles  used  in  the  retailing  and  delivery  of  foods 
when  examined  as  a routine  were  found  to  be  up  to  standard. 
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The  following  lists  items  of  various  aspects  of  food 
hygiene  recorded  as  receiving  attention  during  routine  inspec- 
tion of  food  premises s- 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations 9 1960  - Enforcement 

Total 

Wounds  exposed,  warnings  given  . . . - 

Smoking  warnings  given  • 2 

Clothes  storage  made  satisfactory  ...» .........  4 

First  Aid  outfits  provided  or  augmented  , 10 

Hand  washing  labels  - provided . 8 

Hand  washing  facilities  - improved  ............. 18 

Washing-up  facilities  - improved .. . . 9 

Cleanliness  generally  improved  9 

Walls,  floors  and  ceiling  finishes  improved  13 

Lighting  made  adequate  . „ 2 

Preparation  tops  made  hygienic  . . . 6 

Ventilation  improved  . . . . . . 5 

Equipment  - cleanliness  made  satisfactory  . .... 7 

Exposed  food  - protection  improved  ...  ......  ......  . . . 14 

Temperature  control  of  food,  warnings  1 

Storage  food  improved  

Storage  wrapping  paper  and  empties  improved  2 

Miscellaneous  improvements  18 


Food  Inspection 

All  foodstuff  tabulated  on  the  next  page  was  rejected  - 
as  unfit  and  dealt  with  as  a result  of  voluntary  surrender :- 
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Unsound  Food  Surrendered  or  Condemned 


Tons 

cwts 

lbs 

Tons 

cwts 

lbs. 

Meat 

a)  Slaughter-  (i) 

Carcase 

Meat 

19 

5 

O 

7 

58 

house  (ii) 

Offal 

1 

8 

53 

b)  Wholesale  (i) 

Carcase 

Meat 

1 

44 

1 

44 

Premises  (ii) 

Offal 

- 

- 

c)  Retail  Shops  (i) 

Carcase 

Meat 

1 

10 

20 

(ii) 

Offal 

2 

10 

O 

Cooked  meat  and  meat  products  

• 

• • • 

1 

3 

Canned  Meats 

0 • • 

e 

OC9 

3 

17 

Other  canned  food 

9 0 9 

• • • 0 0 

• 

0 0 0 

1 

7 

90 

Frozen  foods 

0 • • • O 

0 

0 0 9 

1 

14 

52 

Fish  (fresh) 

• • • 

0 0 0 0 9 

9 

0 9 0 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Fruit  & Vegetables 

(fresh) 

9 0 0 0 0 

0 

0 0 0 

6 

Other  foods 

0 0 0 0 0 

0 

0 0 0 

3 

17 

Total 

0 

0 0 0 

6 

1 

83 

Rejected  meat  and  offal  from  Ashford  Abattoir  is  now, 
in  accordance  with  the  Meat  (Sterilization)  Regulations,  1969, 
removed  from  the  Abattoir  in  a covered,  closed,  vehicle  to  a 
licensed  processing*  plant  near  Faversham  where  it  is  converted 
into  fertilizers  etc.  Other  foodstuffs  are  collected  by  the 
Department  and  dumped  for  immediate  covering:  under  refuse  at 
the  Council* s refuse  tip. 

The  relatively  high  amount  of  other  foodstuffs  disposed 
of  is  due  to  the  fact  that  located  in  Ashford,  are  several 
large  food  distribution  depots. 

Food  Complaints 

The  number  of  food  complaints  fell  to  twenty-two  and  of 
these  eleven  related  to  foreign  bodies  in  food  (a  third  of 
last  years  total)  and  four  to  moulds  in  food  as  compared  with 
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eleven  last  year.  Every  complaint  received  was  fully 
investigated  with  the  accent  on  ensuring  that  steps  are 
taken  whenever  possible  to  prevent  a recurrence  of  the 
trouble. 

The  complaints  are  analysed  in  the  following  table 


Foreign 

Matter 

Mould 

Commodity 

Number 

Number 

Home  Produced 
Food 

Imported 

Food 

Milk 

Butter 

Cheese 

_ 

_ 

Bread 

4 

_ 

1 

Canned  Meat 

_ 

_ 

Cooked  Meat 

_ 

__ 

Meat  Pies 

1 

<_ 

1 

Fish 

_ 

Fruit 

1 

_ 

Jam 

_ 

_ 

„ 

Vegetables 

_ 

c— 

Cereals 

1 

_ 



Sweets 

_ 

Confectionery 

1 

_ 

Other  Food 

2 

1 

2 

Totals 

9 

2 

4 

A Bakery  firm  was  prosecuted  under  Section  2 of  the 
Food  &,  Drugs  Act  for  the  presence  of  a hairclip  baked  in  a 
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loaf  of  bread.  The  Court  imposed  a fine  of  £20.00  with 
£5.00  costs. 


Education 

Regretfully  time  was  not  found  to  give  lectures  on 
food  hygiene  to  senior  secondary  school  pupils  as  has  been 
recent  practice. 
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GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH 


MATTERS 
Rat  and  Mice  Destruction 

Rodent  control  work  was  carried  out  as  detailed  in  the 
following*  table  :- 


Total  Premises 
Inspected  as 
result 

Local 
Author! ty 

Dwellings 

(incl. 

Council) 

All 

Other 

Agri- 

culture 

1.  NOTIFICATION 

3 (2) 

164(176) 

63(54) 

- (i) 

No.  found  Rats 

4 (1) 

87  (96) 

27(32) 

- (1) 

infested 

Mice 

- (1) 

40  (32) 

25(22) 

- (-) 

2.  SURVEY  etc. 

6(16) 

132  (86) 

20(32) 

2(11) 

No.  found  Rats 

4(12) 

58  (43) 

7(18) 

1 (8) 

Mice 

- (-) 

3 (5) 

3 (1) 

- (-) 

Block  Treatment 

~ (-) 

- (11) 

-(27) 

- (-) 

There  was  no  significant  difference  in  the  number  and 
pattern  of  rodent  infestations,  but  in  a year  when  some 
authorities  were  faced  with  very  serious  rat  infestations  we 
experienced  a slight  decline  in  the  number  of  complaints  of 
rats  and  in  the  size  of  the  infestations.  It  looks  likely 
that  by  introducing  permanent  baiting  points  around  the 
periphery  of  the  town  that  a useful  degree  of  interception 
is  being  achieved.  In  the  light  of  experience  some  eighteen 
such  points  were  maintained  regularly,  and  168  lbs.  of  bait 
was  used  for  the  purpose.  This  regular  baiting  includes 
the  Sewage  Works  and  the  Council's  Refuse  Tip,  sewer  over- 
flows, water  courses,  ditches  and  farms. 

(Figures  given  in  brackets  in  the  above  table  are 
for  1970) 
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The  Council  provides  a rodent  control  service  which  is 
free  to  householders.  The  charge  to  occupiers  of  other 
premises  has  been  deliberately  kept  low  to  encourage  its 
use.  No  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Council  under  contract 
but  large  establishments  constituting  a special  risk 
commonly  engage  private  contractors.  Whenever  the  opportunity 
arises  co-operation  with  them  is  sought  but  in  my  opinion 
should  be  automatic. 

In  five  instances  fairly  extensive  fblock  control*  of 
rodents  was  carried  out.  These  include  two  areas  where  there 
was  extensive  demolition  works. 

Warfarin  resistance  is  reported  in  parts  of  Kent  but  to 
date  there  has  been  no  indication  of  it  amongst  rats  in  the 
Ashford  area. 

In  order  to  control  rodents  in  the  town*s  sewerage 
system,  baiting  is  carried  out  in  the  Spring  and  again  in 
the  Autumn,  using  the  techniques  recommended  by  the  Ministry 
to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  arranging  training  and  refresher 
courses  for  rodent  operatives.  In  the  town  centre  area 
all  access  points  are  baited  because  of  the  presence  of  old 
sewers  with  *dead  eyes*  combined  with  the  ready  food 
supplies  which  enter  the  system  from  various  food  premises. 

The  sewers  laid  under  heavily  trafficked  streets  are  treated 
by  means  of  direct  poisons,  but  otherwise  Warfarin  is  used. 

Weils  Disease 

No  cases  of  leptospirosis  were  notified  to  have 
occurred  in  humans  but  in  two  instances  the  local  Veterinary 
Surgeon  reported  dogs  exhibiting  the  clinical  symptoms  of 
the  disease.  Where  the  dogs  are  from  houses  in  the  Urban 
District  a careful  survey  is  made  for  rat  infestations  in 
likely  areas.  In  other  cases  the  information  is  passed 
to  the  Health  Inspector  for  the  area  concerned. 

Eradication  of  Vermin 

A free  disinfestation  service  is  provided  and  by 
arrangement  with  the  West  Ashford  R.D.C.  this  is  made  avail- 
able to  tenants  in  the  Stanhope  Estate  owned  by  the  Urban 
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Council  but  situated  in  the  Rural  District , and  the  table 
below  gives  an  indication  of  infestations  dealt  with:- 


Buga 

Fleas 

Cock 

Ants 

Wasps 

roaches . 

j 

No.  of  cases  occurring: - 

(a)  Council  Houses 

5(3) 

30(39) 

10(24) 

1(1) 

8(32) 

(b)  Other  Houses 

-Cl) 

33(22) 

1 (1) 

-(-) 

25(62) 

(c)  Other  Premises 

-(-) 

- (2) 

10  (4) 

5(9) 

5 (8) 

Of  the  five  infestations  by  bugs  and  thirty  by  fleas 
those  treated  in  the  Stanhope  Estate  were  three  and  nineteen 
respectively.  Figures  in  brackets  are  for  1970. 

The  bug  and  flea  infestations  are  now  running  at  half  the 
rate  they  were  two  years  ago.  Prior  to  that  however  the 
incidence  had  become  almost  negligible.  In  spite  of  a warning 
letter  to  second-hand  furniture  dealers  to  be  on  their  guard 
against  vermin,  some  infested  goods  were  spotted  in  store  and 
the  trouble  quickly  traced  to  a family  leaving  the  area  in  a 
hurry.  As  a direct  result  of  this  disinfestation  was  carried 
out  in  seven  houses  to  which  potentially  infested  articles  of 
furniture  or  furnishings  were  traced. 

The  disinfestation  service  to  local  hospitals  was 
maintained  and  a good  measure  of  control  achieved.  The  service 
covers  both  rodent  and  insect  infestations,  and  control 
measures  call  for  a good  level  of  co-operation  from  all 
concerned. 

Wasps  were  net  particularly  troublesome  this  Autumn,  but 
there  were  a number  of  instances  of  infestations  in  Council- 
owned  high  blocks  and  of  some  private  houses  by  cluster  flies. 

In  spite  of  repeated  attempts  made  over  the  years  to 
eliminate  well-established  infestations  of  cockroaches  in 
certain  blocks  of  pre-war  houses,  recurrences  have  occurred, 
even  in  half  the  cases  where  dieldrin  lacquer  has  been 
employed.  An  experiment  was  carried  out  to  clear  eleven 
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•hard  core*  infestations  by  using  a heavy  jet  directed  under 
skirtings,  around  hearths  etc.  at  ground  level  using  dieldrin 
in  oil,  A single  application  cleared  nine  and  the  other 
two  were  apparently  eliminated  on  a second  application. 

It  seems  likely  that  the  problem  has  been  thus  overcome. 

One  accepts  that  the  presence  of  birds  nests  in  a 
house  roof  is  liable  to  bring  about  increased  trouble  from 
clothes  moths  and  other  insects  attacking  household  fabrics 
but  a really  heavy  infestation  from  blood  sucking  red  mites 
(Dermanyssus  gallinae)  is  much  less  common.  These  mites 
also  attack  humans  and  one  such  infestation  caused  a good 
deal  of  distress  before  it  could  be  finally  eradicated. 

Dustbins 

A dustbin  hire  service  for  domestic  premises  is 
operated  by  the  Department , a bin  being  supplied  either 
on  demand  or  if  the  rate  payer  does  not  provide  one  after 
having  been  given  ample  opportunity  to  do  so. 

Some  fifty-two  visits  were  made  in  this  connection  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year  records  indicate  that  354  were 
on  hire.  The  Grosvenor  Housing  Estate  belonging  to  the 
Urban  District  Council  but  located  in  the  Rural  District 
has  been  provided  with  a plastic  liner  system  for  refuse 
collection  in  collaboration  with  that  Authority  and 
together  with  a private  estate  in  the  Urban  area 
equipped  with  paper  sacks  represent  two  pilot  schemes  to 
provide  useful  experience  of  these  systems. 

Fly  Infestations 

The  usual  arrangements  were  followed  for  spraying 
refuse  vehicles  against  flies  and  for  regular  treatment  of 
the  Council  refuse  dump  with  insecticidal  powders. 

Food  Poisoning 

One  case  of  proven  food  poisoning  occurred  (during 
August).  A full  investigation  including  precautionary 
examination  of  stool  specimens  from  handlers  at  establish- 
ments possibly  implicated  both  in  and  away  from  Ashford 
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revealed  no  clues  as  to  the  source  of  infection.  No  secondary 
cases  occurred-,  but  the  person's  carrier  state  took  time  to 
clear  up,  In  the  case  of  someone  contracting  the  infection 
at  a Christmas  staff  (1970)  dinner  (working  elsewhere  but 
living  in  Ashford)  the  organism  did  not  clear  up  until 
over  six  months  afterwards.  In  view  of  past  experience 
of  the  importation  by  holiday  makers  of  bowel  disorders  it 
was  stressed  with  local  food  firms  that  staff  travelling 
overseas  should  be  encouraged  to  seek  from  their  doctors 
the  protection  afforded  by  immunization  against  enteric 
diseases  and  in  the  event  of  anyone  suffering  tummy  upsets 
to  seek  bacteriological  clearance  on  returning  home 
before  handling  food  of  others. 

Information  was  received  that  in  one  area  on  the 
town  fringe  sparrows  were  noted  to  be  dying  and  a labora- 
tory reported  them  to  be  infected  with  a food  poisoning 
organism,  namely  salmonella  typhi  murium.  Whilst  this 
constituted  no  particular  hazard  to  humans  (although  the 
organism  has  considerable  resistance  in  the  soil  etc,) 
warnings  were  given  in  the  immediate  area  as  to  care  with 
food  exposed  outside  intended  for  animals. 

Drains,  Sewers  and  Cesspools 

There  were  no  extensions  of  the  sewerage  system 
enabling  elimination  of  septic  tanks  or  cesspools. 

Distinct  from  the  maintenance  carried  out  by  the 
Surveyor's  Department  to  the  main  sewers , some  ninety- 
one  public  sewers  (lying  in  private  gardens 9 courts  and 
passages)  were  cleared  of  obstruction  (sixty-eight  last 
year)  and  also  forty-eight  (25  last  year)  private  drains 
were  dealt  with.  This  service  has  to  be  curtailed  as 
far  as  possible  because  of  other  calls  on  the  assistant’s 
time  and  the  Council  have  accepted  the  need  for  additional 
help  here.  Drainage  systems  tested  by  smoke  numbered 
eighteen  (nineteen  in  1970)  and  the  figures  for  other 
tests  applied  to  drainage  systems  was  eighteen  (compared 
with  fourteen). 


Water  Supply 


The  Mid  Kent  Water  Company  are  the  statutory  water  under- 
takers for  a large  area  of  Kent  including  the  whole  of  the 
Urban  District*  Only  one  private  dwelling  house  is  known 
to  be  supplied  from  its  own  well. 

The  principal  source  of  water  is  from  Godmersham  with 
an  authorized  extraction  rate  of  up  to  three  million 
gallons  per  day.  A million-gallon  covered  service  reservoir 
above  Godmersham  acts  as  a balance  reservoir.  Water  from 
a subsidiary  (greensand)  source  at  Charing  may  reach  the 
northern  fringe  of  the  district.  Sources  originally  owned 
by  the  Ashford  Council  at  Westwell  and  Henwood  are  maintained 
for  standby  purposes. 

Chlorination  of  water  supplies  is  maintained  as  an 
additional  safeguard  but  regular  bacteriological  examination 
and  chemical  analysis  at  the  sources  confirm  their  excellent 
quality  and  the  table  which  follows  gives  details  of  the 
examination  of  water  supplies.  Samples  are  taken  by  the 
Health  Inspectors  every  month  from  points  on  the  distribution 
system  in  the  Urban  Area  and  examined  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Maidstone  which  provides  a completely 
independent  check. 


Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Analysis 

Examination 

Samples 

Samples 

Samples 

Samples 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

Mid  Kent  Water  Co. 

Treated  Water 

51 

- 

5 

- 

Raw  Water 

58 

8 

- 

Ashford  U.D.C. 

Treated 

14 

- 

- 

- 

The  water  supply  is  not  plumbo  solvent.  Waters  derived 
from  the  chalk  source  have  a pH  of  7.4  and  are  fairly  hard 
but  the  degree  of  hardness  is  below  the  limit  at  which  it  is 
officially  recognised  as  necessary  to  employ  a softening 
process  (total  hardness  259  ppm. , which  includes  25  ppm. 
of  non  carbonate  hardness).  The  natural  fluorine  is  low, 
namely  0.085  ppm.  in  the  Godmersham  supply,  and  substantially 
less  than  the  recommended  standard  of  1.0  ppm. 

The  subject  of  fluoridating  the  public  water  supplied 
with  a view  to  deminishing  the  rate  of  dental  caries  was 
discussed  on  several  occasions  by  the  Council  who  finally 
resolved  to  urge  the  Authority  responsible  (Kent  County 
Council)  to  arrange  for  the  recognized  controlled 
additions  to  be  made. 

During  the  year  the  Council  made  twelve  grants  of  one 
third  the  cost  in  each  case  of  providing  a separate  water 
supply  from  the  mains  in  place  of  existing  shared  services 
where,  usually  by  reason  of  corrosion,  the  supply  had 
become  poor.  This  state  is  highlighted  where  a house  is 
to  be  improved  by  the  addition  of  a bath  etc. 

The  total  sum  thus  expended  in  grants  amounted  to 

£258. 42^  (£343.00  in  1970).  These  grants  are  only  given 

where  the  renewal  does  not  form  part  of  the  grant- 

aided  works  eligible  for  (discretionary)  improvement  grant. 

Swimming  Baths 

The  public  swimming  baths  is  an  unheated  open-air 
pool,  approximately  100  yards  x 25  yards.  The  large 
capacity  of  the  pool  (600,000  gallons)  imposed  a 
twelve-hour  turn-over  period,  through  rapid  sand  filters 
which  maintains  a low-level  of  turbidity.  The  free 
chlorine  level  is  maintained  above  'break-point* 
aimed  to  be  between  1 and  2 ppm,  whilst  soda  ash  is  added  to 
adjust  pH  and  avoid  unpleasant  eye  effects.  No  samples 
were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  as  the  free 
chlorine  ensures  virtual  sterility  in'.tfca  water.  '* 

Accordingly  periodic  independent  checks  were  made  on 
chlorine  and  pH  levels,  and  these  were  satisfactory. 


Similar  spot-checks  on  chlorine  level  and  pH  value  were 
taken  of  the  water  in  the  swimming  baths  at  the  Ashford  Boys 
Grammar  School,  Hythe  Rd;  Willesborough  Primary  School, 

Vicarage  Rd.,  Kennington.  In  addition,  five  samples  were 
taken  for  bacteriological  examinations  and  the  results  of 
these  and  the  tests  were  all  satisfactory. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956  and  1969 

The  following  table  indicates  some  of  the  work 


undertaken  under  the  above  Acts:- 

Nuisance  from  bonfires  (domestic).... 18 

Dark  smoke  from  bonfires  (non-domestic)  ...... „ . ......  . 23 

Dark  and  black  smoke  contraventions  noted 12 

Furnaces  - Notifications  of  new  installations 17 

Grit  and  dust  emissions...... 

Applications  to  approve  height  of  chimneys...........  1 

Number  such  applications  approved. 1 


A number  of  complaints  of  nuisance  from  garden  bonfires 
were  investigated,  and  in  the  Autumn  it  was  felt  necessary 
to  make  a public  appeal  in  the  local  newspapers  for  more 
care  and  consideration  to  be  exercised  by  householders 
in  the  burning  of  garden  rubbish.  Warnings  too  had  to 
be  given  in  a number  of  cases  of  the  burning  of  waste 
causing  dark  smoke  on  industrial  commercial  and  domestic 
sites.  The  latter,  generally  speaking,  have  been  more 
reasonably  controlled  since  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1969 
prescribed  effective  redress. 

One  installation  called  for  approval  of  chimney 
height  as  it  was  larger  than  the  prescribed  limit, 
and  approval  was  given  under  delegated  powers  when  the 
chimney  had  been  raised  to  an  appropriate  height. 

Chimneys  of  the  smaller  installations  were  agreed  under 
controls  exercisable  under  Building  Regulations. 

In  common  with  experience  elsewhere,  an  increasing 
proportion  of  homes  are  being  heated  by  alternative 
fuels  to  coke  and  other  solid  fuels.  The  introducation 
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of  oil  and  gas  central  heating  and  electric  heating  is  being 
helped  too  by  the  improvement  grant  scheme  and  the  Council’s 
policy  to  switch  to  gas  and  elec trie  heating,  thereby 
spreading  the  heat  load  over  the  use  of  alternative  fuels, 
and  at  the  same  time  helping  materially  to  reduce  atmospheric 
pollution. 

Troubles  from  acid  smutting  occurred  at  two  industrial 
boiler  plants  and  steps  taken  to  remedy  this  appear  to  be 
entirely  successful.  Happily  no  dwelling  houses  were 
affected  at  any  time. 

The  daily  monitoring  of  the  (all  important)  lower 
atmosphere  for  smoke  and  sulphur  content  continued  at  the 
daily  recording  station  in  Regents  place  and  at  the 
eight-day  automatic  plant  at  the  Brookfield  Community 
Centre.  No  significant  change  has  been  observed  over 
the  period. 


Month 

Year 

Smoke. 

S02 

town 

South 

Town 

South 

Centre 

Ashford 

Centre 

Ashford 

Sept, 

1970 

21 

18 

42 

25 

Oct. 

tt 

37 

26 

53 

37 

Nov. 

55 

46 

53 

46 

Dec. 

M 

75 

69 

84- 

79 

Jan. 

1971 

68 

57 

88 

88 

Feb. 

It 

67 

56 

94 

69 

Mar. 

It 

39 

30 

67 

50 

Apr. 

It 

29 

30 

47 

41 

May 

t» 

15 

13 

42 

30 

June 

It 

17 

10 

43 

27 

July 

It 

11 

7 

32 

24 

Aug. 

It 

14 

N 

35 

N 

Sept. 

It 

23 

N 

54 

N 

Oct. 

II 

31 

N 

45 

N 

Nov. 

II 

108 

74 

81 

42 

N = No  results  obtained. 

(Figures  relate  to  microgrammes  per  cubic  meter  of  air:  t*. m3) 
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Noise 


Noise  & Vibration  Nuisances 

Indust- 

Commer- 

Domes- 

Other 

Total 

rial 

cial 

tic 

No.  substantially  confirmed 

2(6) 

3(7) 

-(2) 

3(-) 

8(15) 

No.  remedied  informally 

2(6) 

3(7) 

-(1) 

2(-) 

7(14) 

No.  formal  notices  served 

-(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

-(-) 

(1970  Figures  in  brackets) 


In  spite  of  the  ever' -increa sing  amount  of  power  used  in 
industrial  (and  commercial)  premises  there  has  been  a 
reasonable  control  of  noise  exercised,  so  that  complaints  of 
noise  from  those  sources  declined.  Every  care  is  taken  at 
the  planning  stage  to  avoid  whenever  possible  introducing 
sources  of  potential  noise  nuisance. 

The  town  centre  in  particular  is  receiving  a steady 
build-up  of  vehicle  noise,  impinging  on  residential  areas. 
The  year  has  seen  almost  constant  use  of  demolition  and 
of  road-breaking  equipment  and  it  has  been  necessary  in  a 
number  of  instances  to  require  contractors  employed  by 
statutory  undertakers  to  fit  mufflers  to  pneumatic  drills. 
The  law  on  this  subject  urgently  calls  for  reform  to  make 
statutory  undertakers  subject  to  the  Noise  Abatement  Act 
and  also  to  make  it  an  offence  for  equipment  not  effectively 
muffled  or  otherwise  noise  controlled  to  be  hired  out  by 
plant  hire  firms.  The  Noise  Abatement  Act  has  now  been  in 
force  11- years  - surely  simple  noise  limits  could  be 
prescribed  for  such  equipment. 


PLACES  OF  WORK 


Factories  Act,  1937 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (in- 
cluding inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

• 

(i) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspec- 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

1 . Factories  in 
which  Secs.  1,  2, 

3,  4 & 6 are  to 
be  enforced  by 
Local  Authority 

■ 

6 

2 

- 

- 

2.  Factories  not 
included  in  (1) 
in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority 

154 

27 

12 

- 

3.  Other  premises 
in  which  Sec.  7 is 
enforced  by  Local 
Authority  (ex- 
cluding Out- 
workers* Premises) 

8 

* 

- 

- 

Total 

168 

35 

12 

- 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found :- 


Particulars 

No.  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

No.  of 
cases 
in  1 

which 

' 

Found. : 

Referred 

nemeaiea 

By  H.M. 

Inspector 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

Prose- 

cutions 

were 

(i) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

insti- 

tuted 

Want  of 

Cleanliness  (S.l) 

3 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

(S.2) 

- 

1 

- 

— 

- 

Unreasonable 
Temp.  (S.3) 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Inadequate 
Vent.  (S .4) 

1 

1 

- ' 

- 

- 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

San.  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

4 

3 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relat- 
ing to  Outwork  ) 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

10 

8 

— 

- 

- 

OUTWORKERS  - There  are  Outworkers  in  the  district. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  &.  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 
SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  FOR  YEAR  ENDED 
31st  DECEMBER,  1971 


l . Record  of  Inspections 


Type  of 

No. 

of 

No,  ,of 

No.,  of 

Premises 

Premises 

•General ’ 
Inspec- 
tions 

Re-inspec- 

tions 

Offices 

135 

(145) 

20  (38) 

13  (3D 

Shops 

220 

(238) 

44  (82) 

43  (69)  i 

Wholesalers 

31 

(33) 

4 (9) 

8 (4)  : 

Catering 

26 

(30) 

2 (9) 

14  (11)  ) 

(1970  Figures  are  given  in  brackets) 
Total  visits  - 148  (243) 


' 

The  aim  is  to  have  a ‘general*  inspection  made  of 
every  registered  premises  at  least  once  every  four  years 
in  addition  to  the  re-inspections  carried  out  for  a 
miscellany  of  purposes  e.g.  follow-up , accident  investi- 
gations and  so  on.  Due  to  a shortage  of  staff  for  most 
of  the  year  the  number  of  routine  visits  have  fallen. 

Many  of  the  purposes  of  the  legl station  are  incidentally 
attended  to  when  inspections  are  made  of  premises 
primarily  for  other  purposes , as  part  of  an  integrated 
routine  and  a proportion  of  this  work  goes  unrecorded. 

All  newly-registered  premises  are  inspected  without  avoidable 
delay. 
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2 


Total  Persons*  Employed  in  Classes  of  Work  in  Various 
Categories  of  Premises 


Office 

Work 

Shop 

Work 

Whole- 

sale 

Work 

Cater- 

ing 

Work 

Canteen 

Work 

Total 

all 

Staff 

Total 

Female 

Staff 

Offices 

1525 

(1403) 

11 

(11) 

68 

(51) 

i 

(2) 

11 

(ID 

1616 

(1478) 

649 

(594) 

Shops 

124 

(111) 

1303 

(1350) 

60 

(62) 

/=? 

i 

(7) 

11 

(11) 

1505 

(1541) 

1052 

(1098) 

Whole- 

salers 

py  <r* 

/ ^ 

(62) 

7 

(7) 

im 

(172) 

(-) 

(2) 

269 

(243) 

73 

(58) 

Cater- 

ing 

3 

(8) 

4 

(4) 

(-) 

156 

(147) 

(-) 

163 

(159) 

102 

(132) 

Total 

1724 

(1584) 

1325 

(1372) 

318 

(285) 

164 

(156) 

22 

(24)  . 

3553 

(3421) 

2006 

(1882) 

(1970  Figures  are  given  in  brackets) 


It  is  necessary  to  remind  oneself  that  the  number  of 
persons  employed  for  any  one  year  are  approximate  only,  as 
the  figures  for  1971  in  particular,  have  only  been  checked 
for  about  a fifth  of  the  registered  premises  during  the 
year.  One  should  also  take  into  account  that  the  office 
figures  do  not  include  those  employed  in  central  or 
local  government.  There  is  a continuing  trend  in  shops 
and  catering  establishments  for  part-time  employment, 
which  masks  the  numbers  of  persons  actually  employed  full 
time. 

3 . Exemption  Certificates 

None  are  in  operation  and  none  were  applied  for. 


4.  Extent  of  Compliance  with  the  Various  Sections  of  the  Act 


The  tables  are  compiled  from  records  of  visits  made  to 
registered  premises  during  the  year  in  relation  to  ’general* 
inspections  or  where  a premises  is  revisited  in  connection 
with  compliance  with  a particular  requirement  of  the  Act  or 
Regulation.  Apart  from  initial  failure  to  satisfy  technical 
requirements  such  as  the  provisions  governing  first  aid 
equipment,  and  providing  the  staff  with  the  Abstracts,  one 
finds  that  occupiers  of  premises  are  generally  providing 
conditions  which  meet  the  statutory  requirements  and  the 
number  is  increasing  of  those  who  achieve  higher  standards 
than  the  minimum.  It  is  a great  help  that  good  co- 
operation is  received  securing  that  the  Act  is  fully  taken 
into  account  at  the  time  (or  before)  plans  are  submitted 
for  approval  in  connection  with  Building  Regulations. 


(a)  Offices 
Cleanliness  (Sec*  4) 

Satis*- 

factory 

29 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Notices 

Served 

Notices 

Complied 

With 

Overcrowding  (Sec.  5) 

29 

- 

1 

Temperature  (Sec.  6) 

27 

2 

3 

Ventilation  (Sec.  7) 

29 

- 

1 

Lighting  (Sec.  8) 

28 

1 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (Sec.  9) 

29 

- 

1 

Washing  fac.  (Sec.  10) 

29 

- 

Drinking  fac.  (Sec.  11) 

27 

1 

Accdn.  Clothing  (Sec.  12) 

29 

- 

1 

Seats  for  Sedentary  Work  (Sec. 

14)28 

- 

- 

Safety  floors,  steps  & stair- 

cases  (Sec.  16) 

27 

- 

1 

Safety  of  Machines  (Sec. 17) 

6 

- 

1 

Risk  of  bodily  injury  or 

health  etc.  (Sec.  22) 

19 

- 

- 

First  Aid  (Sec.  24) 

26 

5 

2 

Abstracts  (Sec.  50) 

21 

6 

3 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Notices 

factory 

factory 

Notices 

Complied 

With 

(b)  Shops 

Served 

Cleanliness  (Sec.  4) 

54 

4 

Overcrowding  (Sec.  5) 

55 

— 

— 

Temperature  (Sec.  6) 

50 

5 

2 

Ventilation  (Sec.  7) 

54  ' 

1 

2 

Lighting  (Sec.  8) 

52 

6 

San.  Conveniences  (Sec.  9) 

50 

6 

1 

Washing  Fac.  (Sec.  10) 

48 

5 

2 

Drinking  Fac.  (Sec.  11) 

54 

4 

- 

Accdn.  Clothing  (Sec.  12) 

55 

4 

- 

Sitting  Fac.  (Sec.  13) 

52 

2 

— 

Seats  for  Sedentary  Work  (Sec. 

14)  13 

- 

- 

Meal  Facilities  (Sec.  15) 

45 

1 

— 

Safety  floors,  steps  & 
staircases  (Sec.  16) 

15 

8 

1 

Safety  of  Machines  (Sec.  17) 

18 

2 

1 

Risk  Bodily  Injury  (Sec.  22) 

36 

- 

- 

Heavy  Loads  (Sec.  23) 

36 

- 

- 

First  Aid  (Sec.  24) 

44 

7 

1 

Abstracts  (Sec.  50) 

44 

12 

1 

(c)  Wholesale  Dept,  or  Warehouse 


Cleanliness  (Sec.  4) 

5 

- 

— 

Overcrowding  (Sec.  5) 

5 

- 

- 

Temperature  (Sec.  6) 

4 

1 

- 

Ventilation  (Sec.  7) 

4 

1 

- 

Lighting  (Sec.  8) 

4 

; - 

1 

San.  Convenience  (Sec.  9) 

4 

1 

1 

Washing  Fac.  (Sec.  10) 

4 

1 

1 

Drinking  Fac.  (Sec.  11) 

3 

2 

1 

Accdn.  Clothing  (Sec.  12) 

5 

- 

- 

Seats  for  Sedentary  Work  (Sec.  14) 

4 

- 

- 

Safety  floors,  steps  & 
staircases  (Sec.  16) 

4 

- 

1 

Safety  of  Machines  (Sec.  17) 

3 

- 

- 

Risk  of  Bodily  Injury  or 
Health  etc.  (Sec.  22) 

1 

- 

- 

Heavy  Loads  (Sec.  23) 

5 

- 

- 

First  Aid  (Sec.  24) 

5 

— 

- 

Abstracts  (Sec.  50) 

3 

- 

- 
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Unsatis- 


Notices 


Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Notices 

Served 

Notices 

Complied 

With 

(d)  Catering*  Establishments 

(Public) 

Cleanliness  (Sec.  4) 

2 

Overcrowding  (Sec.  5) 

3 

- 

- 

Temperature  (Sec.  6) 

- 

- 

- 

Ventilation  (Sec.  7) 

2 

1 

- 

Lighting  (Sec.  8) 

3 

- 

San*  Convenience  (Sec.  9) 

1 

- 

1 

Washing  Fac.  (Sec.  10) 

3 

- 

- 

Drinking  Fac.  (Sec.  11) 

3 

- 

Accdn.  Clothing  (Sec.  12) 

3 

- 

- 

Seats  for  Sedentary  Work  (Sec. 14)  2 

- 

- 

Safety  floors,  steps  & 
staircases  (Sec.  16) 

3 

- 

- 

Safety  of  Machines  (Sec.  17) 

2 

- 

- 

Risk  of  bodily  injury  or 
health  etc.  (Sec.  22) 

3 

- 

- 

Heavy  Loads  (Sec.  23) 

3 

- 

- 

First  Aid  (Sec.  24) 

2 

- 

1 

Abstracts  (Sec.  50) 

1 

2 

- 
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( 1)  Recorded  by  Workplace  - Accidents 
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(Figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  1970) 


(2)  Accidents  Analysed  by  Cause 
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in  brackets  are  those  for  1970) 


The  Working  of  the  Act 


As  reported  before,  lift  installations  in  premises 
affected  by  the  Hoists  & Lifts  Regulations  have  been  inspected 
as  part  of  the  normal  routine  and  with  a single  exception 
were  found  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  those  Regulations. 
Three  reports  of  defects  were  received  from  lift  engineers 
when  carrying  out  their  statutory  examinations  and  it  was 
found  that  these  were  quickly  put  right.  These  arrange- 
ments are  particularly  useful  and  effective. 

Similarly  the  guarding  of  food  slicing  machines  is 
well  established  so  far  as  the  home  market  is  concerned. 

The  booklet  entitled  *The  Safe  Use  of  Food  Slicing  Machines1 
is  excellently  illustrated  to  convey  the  desired  information. 
With  rapid  changes  of  staff  however  the  difficulty  often  is 
to  keep  food  handlers  informed  and  it  would  probably  be  a 
good  thing  to  secure  that  a copy  of  the  booklet  be  kept  with 
the  Abstract  of  the  Act  in  appropriate  premises  and  thus 
available  to  the  staff  at  all  times. 

It  is  clear  that  notification  of  accidents  occuring 
on  registered  premises  is  not  being  given  in  all  instances. 

This  affords  no  opportunity  for  advice  to  be  tendered, 
where  applicable,  on  preventing  a possible  recurrence. 

In  order  to  avoid  giving  the  impression  that  the  official 
notification  required  to  be  given  to  the  Local  Authority 
was  just  another  piece  of  paper  to  be  filed  away,  the 
practice  was  adopted  this  year  of  following  up  each 
notification  by  an  inspection  and  enquiring  into  the 
circumstances  of  the  accident  - however  slight. 

It  is  intended  to  continue  this  practice. 
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